Final declaration of the seminar “GMO, patents and seed monopolies : resistance and proposals for alternatives in Europe in the ESF” — Paris, Saint Denis (13th of November 2003)
..
This seminar is building upon, developing and actualising those recommendations initially made during the Forum of Rome in 1996, taken up again during the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre and yet again in Havana during the Forum on Food Sovereignty and agreed upon as common actions during the Forum for Food Sovereignty in Rome in 2002.

The participants of the workshops and seminar on GMOs, patents and seeds of the 2nd ESF demand  : 

A GM Free Europe 

· The European moratorium must be maintained.

· The level of GM contamination (seeds, foods, etc.) must be 0%.

· Public research into biotechnology must be controlled by the public.

· The companies producing and patenting GMOs and politicians and bureaucrats who authorize the introduction of GMOs must be liable for any genetic contamination. 

No patents on life

· No patent on the parts and components of living organisms or on seeds should be granted

· Public research (and the its funding) has to become totally transparent to the public and the knowledge produced has to circulate freely

· Citizens must exercise control over existing intellectual property rights in the responsible organisations dealing with IPRs (WIPO) and international trade (WTO) and within the European Patent Office 

· The European directive 98/44 on inventions in biotechnology and on patents on genetic material has to be changed and thus renegotiated.

· A system of collective property rights for protecting genetic resources of local communities has to be established.

Defence of farm saved seeds
· The farmer must have the complete freedom to reseed the harvested grain and to exchange seeds.

· Spaces of freedom, outside or against the legal frame, have to be created that allow the development and exchange of farm varieties and the exchange of the specific know-how that they require.

· Each state should have the right to protect its system of agricultural production against the invasion of GMOs. In particular millions of small farmers in Eastern Europe who still produce their own farm varieties should be protected.

· The European directive 98/95 CE that gives a legal frame for farm varieties should enter into application.

· Citizens must monitor the seed industry in order to counter any strategy of monopolies over seed.

· Public funds have to be put at the disposal of research into a sustainable agriculture that respects the environment.

· Develop mechanisms of participatory breeding in farmers’ fields and under their guidance.

and globally

· European governments have to put into application the Carthagena Protocol that entered into force the 11th of September 2003.

· The European moratorium should be extended to include open field trials.

· All food aid containing GMOs should be categorically refused.

· Technologies like GURT or Terminator must be prohibited.

· European citizens must be allowed to participate, through citizen conferences for example. Their point of view has to be taken into account in all decisions concerning the appropriation and manipulation of living organisms.

The unequivocal decision to have a Europe without GMOs guarantees economic independence and the choice of a sustainable agriculture on our continent. We will be vigilant that our European achievements don’t incite the enterprises of biotechnology to invade those countries that do not have the same instruments of protection. It is indispensable to elaborate our European strategies together with the other countries on this planet.
Saint-Denis, France, 13th of November 2003
