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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
 
 
 
HEALTH & CONSUMERS DIRECTORATE-GENERAL  

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE  
STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE FOOD CHAIN AND ANIMAL HEALTH 

Held in Brussels on 24 September 2010 

(Section Genetically Modified Food & Feed and Environmental Risk) 

Chair: Dorothée André  

All Member States were represented with the exception of Lithuania. 

Adoption of the agenda 

The draft agenda was accepted subject to the modifications that are reflected in the report. 

SECTION A Draft presented for a discussion and possible opinion  

1. Draft Commission Decision authorising the placing on the market of products 
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified cotton GHB614 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council (Right of scrutiny of the European Parliament - Regulation (EC) 
No 1829/2003, Articles 7(3) and 19(3)).  

The draft Commission Decision authorising the placing on the market of products 
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified GHB614 cotton  
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 on genetically modified food and feed was 
presented and submitted to the Committee for an opinion. 

Vote: no opinion (157 votes in favour, 106 votes against, 75 abstentions, 7 not 
represented)  

The following reasons were mentioned by Member States for not supporting the draft 
Decision:  

- toxicological and allergenicity studies were not considered as satisfactory; 

- the Regulation on GM food and feed is not considered as the right legal basis 
to authorise products other than food and feed containing and consisting of 
GMOs;  

- negative public opinion and perception to GMO;  

- political reasons. 
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The Chairman indicated that the Commission would be invited to submit a proposal to 
the Council in accordance with the Regulatory procedure. 

Declaration of the Austrian Delegation 

Austria objects the placing on the market of genetically modified cotton GHB614 
(BCS-GH002-5) due to the following reasons: 

a. The risk assessment which has been carried out is not suitable to give a 
scientific proof for the safety of this product: This concerns in particular the 
poor quality of testing agronomic traits, compositional analysis, toxicology 
and whole feed-testing as well as allergenicity. 

b. From the Austrian point of view, products others than food and feed 
containing or consisting of genetically modified cotton GHB614(BCS-GH002-
5) are not within the scope of EU-Regulation1829/2003 but under Directive 
2001/18/EC. 

SECTION B Information and/or discussion  

1. Non compliance issues 

1.1. Non authorised Amadea potato in Amflora potato at seed propagation 
stage: 

Following the detection of the presence of the non-authorised GM potato 
Amadea in fields of Amflora in August, the Commission organised a mission 
of information at BASF Plant Science facilities where the first stages of 
multiplication of Amflora potatoes are conducted. This mission took place on 
15 and 16 September and the mission team was composed of representatives 
from the Commission and the three Member States where Amflora potato is 
cultivated (Czech Republic, Germany and Sweden). A Commission 
representative informed the Members about the main findings of this mission. 
All lots of Amflora potatoes are under the supervision of Member States 
competent authorities. Two lots of Amflora potatoes have been found to 
contain the non-authorised potato Amadea and will be destroyed. A third lot 
has been identified as suspicious and the company BASF informed that it 
would be willing to also destroy this lot. For 5 lots, the mission team could not 
identify points with risks of co-mingling while for the 7 remaining lots further 
information is considered necessary. BASF will provide additional written 
information and authorities will continue their investigations. 

Member State Competent Authorities thanked the Commission for the 
coordination of the reaction to this incident and for the organisation of the 
mission to BASF facilities.  
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1.2. GM origin of Food ingredients: 

A Commission representative informed the Committee about two cases of 
infringements of the GMO legislation linked to the use of non-authorised 
ingredients in food supplements. It is the responsible company who identified 
these infringements following internal control and who informed the 
Commission and the Member States. The Company committed to withdraw all 
the impacted products at retail level within a few days. The Commission 
informed Member State competent authorities of all relevant information. The 
Commission also contacted the Associations of producers of food supplements 
to remind their members about their obligations. 

Member State Competent Authorities thanked the Commission for the above 
actions.  

2. Environmental risk assessment in the framework of applications for cultivation 
submitted under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003. 

General approach of the environmental risk assessment and role of the lead Member 
State and EFSA 

A Commission representative provided an overview of the implementation of the 
authorisation procedure for cultivation. It was in particular stressed that, in accordance 
with Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003, EFSA asks a national competent authority to 
carry out the environmental risk assessment. The lead Member State should thus 
ensure that it receives from the applicant all the information needed to finalise its risk 
assessment. It is on this basis, and with due consideration of the comments submitted 
by other Member States, that the GMO panel will prepare its own opinion. The 
opinion of the lead Member State is included in the EFSA opinion under the format of 
an annex. 

3. Presence of various discontinued GM oilseed rape in Canada. Information 
provided by the Company Bayer cropscience 

A Commission representative presented the results provided by the company Bayer 
and by Canola Council of Canada on the detection of low level presence of GM 
oilseed rape varieties which are not authorised in the EU. These GMOs are not 
commercially cultivated in Canada for several years but can still be detected in some 
lots. 

4. State-of-play of various dossiers 

Commission representatives presented the state-of-play regarding the evaluation of 
Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 as well as on the preparation of a Commission draft 
Regulation on the official control of feed as regards the presence of non-authorised 
GM material. 
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Miscellaneous 

Contribution of the presentation of EFSA opinions within SCFACH meetings 

Member State Competent Authorities confirmed their interest in the presentations provided by 
EFSA during SCFCAH meetings. It is considered as an important contribution in the 
authorisation procedures since it allows a direct exchange of information between risk 
assessors and risk managers. The presentations of EFSA should pay particular attention to the 
comments submitted by Member States during the safety assessment phase. In order to 
improve the quality of the exchange during the meeting, Member States were invited to 
submit their comments on the EFSA opinion well in advance of the meeting. 

The chair concluded that the Commission would continue to invite EFSA to present its 
opinions to the SCFCAH. 
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